INTERNATIONAL PEACE DAY COMMEMORATION REPORT
HELD ON 21 SEPTEMBER, 2016 IN DODOMA REGION and on 3rd SEPTEMBER IN
ZANZIBAR
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In 21th September, 2016 United Nations through the United Nations Development Program
(UNDP), The UN Information Centre(UNIC) and in partnership with civil society partners
including the Inter Religious Council for Peace in Tanzania, Global Peace Foundation, Alpha
and Omega Reconciliation and Peace Building, Tanzania Bora Initiative, Jane Goodall’s Roots
and Shoots, Global Network of Religious for Children(GNRC), Women Action Towards
Development, Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO), Community Voice in Focus (CVIF), Natural
Ambassadors of Environmental Life and Education the Voice of Africans (NAELEVA), Youth
of United Nations Association (YUNA), Tanzania Scouts Association (Messengers of Peace),
Raleigh International and African Centre for Peace and Conflict Resolution commemorated the
International Day of Peace in Tanzania guided by the theme; “Sustainable Development Goals“Building Blocks For Peace: Eliminate Corruption, Maintain Peace.”
The commemoration was held at the Mwalimu Nyerere Hall in the Institute of Development and
Planning located in Dodoma Town where a public symposium ensued with various public
speakers giving their views.
The Guest of Honor was the Region Commissioner for Dodoma, Hon. Jordan Lugimbana who
spoke about the importance of peace and the fact that every person is a custodian of peace.
More than 1000 people participated in the symposium which had five panelists from
government, Faith based organizations, civil society and the United Nations.
More specifically, the panelists included a Judge from the High Court of Tanzania who presented
on Sex extortion, The Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister’s office in Charge of Policy,
Parliamentary Affairs, Labour, Employment, Youth and the Disabled, Anthony Mavunde was
also present and emphasized that tackling corruption helped establish a peaceful environment.
The Head of the Prevention and combating of Corruption bureau-PCCB in Dodoma informed
people of corruption and how corruption affects the presence of peace, Religious Leaders,
Politicians and youth were invited and presented issues related to peace and their roles in
enabling peace to happen in Tanzania.
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In brief some of the key messages that stemmed from the presentations of the guest of honor and
invited panelists were documented by the task force as follows;
Hon. Jordan Lugimbana, the Dodoma Region Commissioner welcomed participants to his
region. He expressed agreement with the 2016 International Peace day Theme on “Building
Blocks For Peace: Eliminate Corruption, Maintain Peace.” The Regional Commissioner
called upon youth to be at the forefront of fighting against corruption in order to have more
peace. He informed that the government had already formed a special corruption court to put on
trial suspects of corruption and to create more harmony and peace in the society. “We should use
our togetherness in the war against corruption so that we are able to bring peace and harmony in
our country.” Rugimbana urged participants to use the platform to educate the gathering and
people of Tanzania.

Godfrey Mulisa Represented The UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Coordinator,
Alvaro Rodriguez. In his remarks, he linked peace to sustainable development urging the public
to commit to supporting the goals. He emphasized that peace was a key Goal cross cutting all
the other goals and essential for any level of development to be acquired. The Sustainable
development goals are the pillars to peace building. Few quotes include; “Peace is more than
stopping war, it’s also about building a society which is free from poverty.” Many wars happen
due scarcity of the resources so the 2030 agenda is the guide that would protect us from such
incidence.
Hon. Peter Msigwa, the Member of Parliament for Iringa Urban from the Opposition party was
among the panelists. In his remarks he pointed out that it was the right time to speak about peace
as reports show civil conflict could happen if corruption remained uncontrolled. Corruption is on
the increase in the day to day life. Corruption can affect social, economic and political aspects
which have a direct relationship with peace. The MP complained that in the current context,
Peace was at risk because, Parliament was not making its own decision- it lacked total power due
to existing of both democracy and dictatorship. He gave an example of when government tabled
some of the bills to the parliament-it forced parliament to vote according to government’s will
which was not in favor with the opposition, Msigwa claimed. In part of his presentation he said,
“When citizen will become tired of corruption and dictatorship then there would be no more
peace in the country, so we need to take action or initiative to avoid such incidence as reports
indicate.” He called for open dialogue and discussions for opposition groups to meet and share
information.
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Hon. Sophia Wambura, A female Judge from the High Court of Tanzania addressed correution
related with sexual relations. Sexual corruption is a criminal offence according to the
Constitution of Tanzania and according to the judge many people have fallen victims to sexual
corruption leading to the lack of peace and harmony among individuals and families. This form
of corruption is especially common wile young girls and men are seeking jobs, promotion in
offices, court cases, schools among other society needs. HIV/AIDS is one of the arising impacts
of this form of corruption which also hugely affects peace.
Hon. Wambura informed that the High Court of Tanzania has been providing public awareness
and education in collaboration and partnering with UN WOMEN and other Non Government
Organizations about corruption, sexual corruption in particular. To eliminate sexual corruption in
our society The Judge urged all present to raise their voices up against it.
Hon. Joel Makanyanga Mwaka, the Member of Parliament from Ruling Party CCM for
Dodoma Rural detailed in his presentation that since independent Tanzania government has been
maintaining peace in the country through adhering to constitution of law, equality and justice as
well as separation of powers. The ruling party -Chama cha Mapinduzi (CCM) has also played its
role of maintaining peace and has manifested that “Corruption is the enemy of justice, neither
give nor receive bribe.” The MP for Dodoma Rural counseled participants to understand the
various forms of corruption existing n the various contexts like in hospitals, courts, offices and
so on. He advised the general public to join the government on the war against corruption so as
to build peaceful society.
Mr. Cosmas Batanyika is the Acting Director, PCCB Dodoma. In his remarks he stated that
corruption happens when there is the denial of ones rights. The PCCB is operating under Act 11
of 2011 of the constitution. He explained the work of the corruption prevention bureau-which is
mandated to investigate the corruption offenses including on sexual corruption. He educated the
public about the strategies in place for anti-corruption movement which include working closely
with the Chief Auditor General’s office, establishing a court of law special for corruption cases.
He said it is important for society to provide information to the bureau to help maintain peace
through justice. Batanyika reminded that it was the duty for each one of us to fight against
corruption and that all should fulfill our responsibilities so as to maintain peace.

The Deputy Minister Hon. Anthony Mavunde, member of Parliament for Dodoma Urban
recognized the importance of peace in the society and country in general in attracting investors.
He cited examples like the recent Uganda government decision to construct a pipe line across
Tanzania and the role played by peace which has been overall maintained by government,
political parties, religious leaders and the youth. He called on all parties to maintain individual
peace so as not to violate national peace. He conveyed to the media to inform the general public
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good actions taken by the government in the development area which have come as a result of
peace.
Apart from the above panelists, there was a youth member of parliament who also was given
chance to address the forum .
Hon. Omary Mgumba, member of parliament, Morogoro reiterated that the peace existing in
Tanzania is the fruit of the justice that was planted by our leaders from the first phase
government to this fifth phase government. Mgumba called on all citizens to join the anticorruption movement through avoiding corruption and reporting any corruption incidence that
would lead to inequality in our society. This is the best way to maintain peace.

There was a Question and answer session in which around eleven detailed questions were asked
to the panelists verbally and in writing.
Few of the raised questions are as follows with their answers:
1. It has been said that many members of the parliament are involved with corruption during
national election, is there truth on this matter? (question asked by a religious leader-Buga)
Answer:
…its true but on the other hand the problem is caused by citizens when they ask for bribe
from candidate, anti corruption campaign should be put on action to both citizens and
candidates… Peace will come when people realize their rights.( Hon. Msigwa responded)
2. How do PCCB plan to fight against Sexual corruption? (student asked).
Answer:
Currently we do have PCCB officers in each district, Also we have public awareness
platform that move around to each district for educating the public about corruption, The
PCCB clubs have been started in schools to train students on corruption and how
corruption affects development and peace. We have also addressed the issue of
Sextortion…(Mr. Cosmas replied )
3. How is your plan on village awareness about Sexual corruption?
Answer:
…to increase village awareness on sexual corruption, the court in collaboration with
other government and non-government agencies including the Tanzania Media Women’s
Association-TAMWA amongst other civil society and youth groups are pursuing
provision of education through outreach to villages… (Hon. Judge Wambura replied)
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Vote of thanks given by Stella Vuzo from the United Nations Information Centre on
behalf of the organizers. She thanked the guest of honor, other invited guest, United
Nations Development Program for sponsoring the event, Ministers who joined the event,
Panelists, Members of Parliament, Non government organizations (Peace Day
Preparation Committee), religious leaders, the Institute of social development, media
team, students and youth for accepting invitation and attending the symposium.

Press conference:
The press conference was held at the Dodoma Hospital meeting room. TV. Radio and
print media participated in the event providing coverage. The key speakers were The
Government Information officer Mr. Mwakyoma, The UN Information center
information Officer, Stella Vuzo and The Representatives from the Peace committee in
the Dodoma Region from Muslim and Christian Faiths.
Educational Outreach
Educational outreach was conducted to Jamhuri Secondary school and Dodoma
secondary where students were briefed about the International Day of peace and the
guiding theme for Tanzania which was “Building Blocks For Peace: Eliminate
Corruption, Maintain Peace.”

The educational outreach in Zanzibar
On 3rd of September, the task force led by Voluntary service Overseas, NAELEVA,
UNIC, YUNA, AREPEB and CVIF participated in an educational outreach session in
Zanzibar at Lumumba Secondary school. A dialogue on maintaining peace was
conducted with around 150 students from various schools and higher learning institutions
in Zanzibar. The key messages were given by Lecturers from the Zanzibar University, a
religious leader representative and from the UN Information Centre. International
volunteers from VSA also participated in the discussion on peace day in the |Isles. Media
interviews were also conducted by community radio and TV in Zanzibar.
What went well:
The event was successful with double the number of people invited to attend.
Participants understood the theme and the context and participated well.
Dodoma is recognized as a city of peace.
The key messages of eliminating corruption to build peace was clearly understood.
There was media coverage for our event.
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Challenges:
1. There seems to have been communications challenges between the Dodoma
Committee and the Dar es Salaam peace day committee which resulted in the lack of
information reaching out to the Regional Commissioner. The letters sent to the
Regional Commissioner and regional representatives did not seem to reach them.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and East Africa Cooperation also waited until the last
minute to confirm that the President of the Republic of Tanzania, Dr. John Pombe
Magufuli would not officiate the event.
2. Few partners did not honor their commitments as promised in the meetings.
3. The materials distributed were some in English-The religious leaders requested for
Kiswahili materials-simple reading materials.
4. The programme was unchanged because of the view that the Guest of Honor would
be the President-In future the task team needs to look into the programme at the very
end.
5. The originally identified Masters of Ceremony turned down a day before the event.
Unintentionally, one of the Masters of ceremony used ‘Swanglish’ which was not so
popular among the audience-in future the confirmations of MC’s should be done
early.
6. The budget was not enough because at the last minute the Regional officials asked us
to double the number and we had around 1000 people instead of 500 people. Some
asked for transportation in the end ehich was not in the plan.

Lessons learned;
1. For consistency it is important for participating organizations to have a consistent
representative at the meetings in order to save time repeating over past agreements.
2. Financial commitments need to be honored and processed early from the very
beginning-partners should request for the budget for 2017 in their next plans.
3. The media coordination and social media campaign for this event should be borne by
all partners and not by few organizations.
4. Sometimes it is better to be realistic and to select a Guest of Honor who is reachable
and whom we could receive confirmation for earlier in advance.
5. The meetings to plan for peace day should be in a rotational fashion and not held in
one location-all partners need to sense ownership.
6. There should be an advance team that seats with the top most official to iron out the
requirements of the event days before the event.
7. All partnering organizations should participate in media programmes in a transparent
fashion-a transparent media campaign should be shared and followed in future.
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We thank UNDP, UNIC, Tanzania Scouts Association (Messengers of Peace), Global
Peace Foundation, Jane Goodall Roots and Shoots Foundation, Voluntary Service
Overseas, Inter religious Council for Peace in Tanzania, AREPEB and YUNA for
the financial support and resources rendered. Certificates of appreciation will be shared
in due course.
Prepared by 2016 Peace Day Committee.
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